A Brief Report on the Impact of the Recent Tsunami in Malaysia

On 26 December 2004, at approximately 9am Malaysian local time, an undersea earthquake measuring 9 on the Richter scale occurred in the Indian Ocean off the northwest coast of Sumatra, Indonesia. It was the largest earthquake since the 9.2 magnitude in Alaska in 1962 and the fourth largest since 1990. The earthquake generated tsunamis that devastated the shores of Indonesia, India, Sri Lanka, Thailand and other countries with waves up to 40 feet high. More than 200 000 people perished as a result of the tsunami and the count continues. Many remain missing. Although the final toll of the tsunami may never be known, it is likely to be higher than the current estimate.

Tsunami Impact in Malaysia

Despite its proximity to the epicenter of the earthquake, Malaysia escaped the full devastating damage that struck other countries thousands of miles away, being shielded by the island of Sumatra. The shadow wave was secondary (160km/h) compared to the primary (800km/h) that hit other regions. Although the earthquake resulted in minor tremors in Penang and other parts of the country it was three hours later that the northern coastal areas  Kedah, Perlis, Perak and Penang including the outlying islands of Penang  (Miami Beach, Batu Feringhi, Pantai Pasir, Panjang, Pantai Acheh) and Langkawi (Pantai Cenang and Kuala Terian) were hit by the tsunami. In comparison to Sri Lanka, Thailand and Aceh, the impact of the tsunami was minimal. Nevertheless there was loss of life, some structural damage to the coastal areas hit and damage to fisheries and aquaculture in the areas hit. 

a) Loss of life

The number of deaths currently stands at 68, the majority coming from Penang.

Table 1: Loss of life 

	State
	Dead
	Missing
	Injured
	Damaged Homes
	Damaged Boats

	Penang
	52
	5
	205
	615
	1332

	Kedah
	12
	-
	92
	900
	n/a

	Perak
	3
	1
	3
	20
	n/a

	Selangor
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Total
	68
	6
	300
	1535
	1332


10th Jan 2005, Malaysian Control Centre, Royal Malaysian Police HQ

Table 2: Statistics by District in Penang

	District
	Incident
	Deaths
	Injured

	
	
	Malay
	Chinese
	Indian
	Outpatient
	Ward

	Northeast
	Batu Feringghi 

Tg Tokong 
	19
	2
	2
	90
	2

	Southwest
	Telok Bahang 

Pulau Betong
	16
	11
	-
	90
	-

	S.Prai (Central)
	Bukit Mertajam Hosp
	-
	-
	-
	5
	-

	S.Prai (North) 
	Jln Padang Benggali 

Teluk Air Tawar
	2
	-
	-
	19
	-

	 Total
	37
	13
	2
	204
	2

	 Overall Total
	52
	206


The tsunami wave that hit the shore came in deceptively, leaving no time for a quick getaway. It apparently seemed harmless until it literally hit the shore. Many people, including children watched it as it came in and yet did not feel the need to run. It appeared like any other wave when it suddenly rose to about 6 feet. Most of the people who perished were picnickers, children playing on the open beach and those swimming in the sea near the shore. The waves hit them hard and sent their helpless bodies into rocks and a sea of debris. Many drowned as the water simply overwhelmed them. Many of the victims were children.

b) Structural Damage in Penang

Homes along the beaches, mostly belonging to fishermen were either badly damaged or completely destroyed. Many of the items in homes still standing were covered in mud and irretrievable. Boats and jetties (41) were damaged or totally destroyed. Apart from the houses destroyed or damaged the infrastructure remains generally unaffected. There are no problems with electricity or water supplies telecommunications, transportation and accessibility to towns and airports

Table 3: Students whose homes were affected by the tsunami

	Penang Districts
	No of Students

	Northeast
	237

	Soutnwest
	97

	S. Prai Central
	1

	S. Prai North
	209

	Total
	544


c) Fisheries and Aquaculture 

While damage to infrastructure was minimal not the same can be said of the livelihoods of those involved in fisheries and aquaculture. The northern states of west coast peninsular Malaysia were badly affected. According to a newspaper report (NST 18.1.05) a total of 6327 fishermen were affected.

Table 4: Fishermen affected by Tsunami

	State
	Number of Fishermen

	Kedah
	2801

	Penang
	2733 (licensed, unlicensed and assistants)

	Perak
	471

	Perlis
	315

	Selangor
	7

	Total
	6327


The loss of their boats and their homes has caused severe hardships to the families of the fishermen. The Association of Fishermen in four areas i.e., Seberang Perai, Teluk Bahang, Ujong Batu and South Penang have given statistics indicating that a total of 2551 of their school going children (1159 in primary school and 1392 in secondary school)  are affected by the present hardship caused by the tsunami. In addition, 79 individuals ( and hence their families) who worked in the aquaculture industry also suffered losses to their businesses.

One report estimates that about 5200 fishers lost an estimated value in facilities (boats and gears) of RM 29.3 million and 155 fish farmers lost around RM 23.9 million worth of facilities and standing crop. Floating cage farms (shrimp, fish, oysters) were severely damaged in certain parts. Cages were smashed and stocks totally destroyed.

It is currently unknown what other impacts of the tsunami are on the wild stock/brood in the sea, mudflats on the west coast of Peninsular Malaysia, mangrove swamps and forests along the coasts which indirectly affect aquaculture and fishing.

Malaysian  Relief Efforts

 The Malaysian government and the public have responded quickly.

· Special Malaysian Disaster Assistance and Rescue Team (SMART) deployed  to Aceh to provide help on the ground where needed

· Earthquake/Tsunami Relief Fund started by various organisations have collected large sums of money from public donations: Some of the main organisations are:
· Malaysian Tsunami Disaster Relief Fund jointly organised by major local newspapers and TV stations i.e New Strait Times, Berita Harian, TV3 and 8TV. (RM43 million)

· STAR Tsunami Relief Fund by local newspaper STAR. (RM22 million)

· The Sun Emergency Relief Supplies Fund by local newspaper Sun (RM3.7 million)

· Asian Tsunami Disaster Fund by the Malaysian Foreign Ministry. (RM6.5 million)

· TYT Fund organised by the Penang State Government. (4.5 million)
· Malaysian Red Crescent Society (RM400,000)
Compensation and Aid

The government assistance programs has structure a compensation scheme for those affected by the Tsunami:

Loss of life 



RM 20 000

Injury




RM 200

Damaged or destroyed homes

RM 2000- RM 5000

Damaged or destroyed boats

RM 1000- RM 3000

Primary school children

RM 200

Secondary school children

RM 300

Fish breeders
(206)


RM 500

Farmers (paddy) (102)

RM 500

According to www.chinaview.cn (18.1.05) the Malaysian government has approved loans totaling RM17.1 million for 1744 tsunami affected fishermen in the country. The Fisheries Development Authority estimated the losses suffered by fishermen at RM 20.8 million. The government has set aside RM6.84 million to repair 12 jetties, 12 fish stalls, a retaining wall and 37 fishing projects which were damaged in the disaster. The Malaysian Fishermen Fund with finding of RM 50 million will give interest free loans to the affected fishermen. The total losses in the country are estimated at RM 100 million.

The difficulties post tsunami includes aid and compensation not getting to those affected fast enough. What has been promised has in some instances not been delivered. What has been given in some cases is not enough in the long term. The government while distributing the aid, is also having to sort out the authenticity of certain claims made by certain individuals.

Penang Office of Human Development

The Tg. Bungah fishermen homes were first visited by the Christians from the nearby Baptist Church on 27th December who mobilised their parishioners to the area to help families clean out their homes. This was followed by parishioners from the various Catholic churches in Penang who were mobilised after POHD sent out an alert for immediate assistance. 20 homes were cleaned over a period of 3 days by about 100 Christian volunteers. The volunteers worked tirelessly. 

A Buddhists group called Tze Chi were able to mobilise no less than 300 well equipped volunteers to the various affected parts of Penang. Their efforts proved to be invaluable to the families who received the help. 

Relief Centre

Apart from directly aiding those involved, POHD also set up a relief centre at the Penang Diocese Centre. Both governmental and other non governmental (eg Mahindrama Temple in Kampar Road) relief centres were also set up during this time. There was an outpouring of sympathy for the victims, both locally and abroad, and the public donated generously.

These centres received lots of donations in both cash and kind. The public sent clothes, food and medical supplies. Hordes of volunteers appeared to help sort out items, pack them into boxes and load the boxes into containers. Both the Mahindrama Temple and POHD collected approximately 2000 tonnes of relief supplies such as water, rice, biscuits, cereals, flour, canned food, instant noodles, medical supplies and clothes. These items are currently being transported via air and sea to the various NGOs operating relief centres in Aceh and  Sri Lanka.

The first shipment of aid went to Sri Lanka. The second shipment of aid was sent to Lhok Suemawe in Aceh. As Medan is congested, and the journey from Medan to Banda Aceh is more than 14 hours, Lhok Suemawe is a more accessible and convenient port for distributing aid to Banda Aceh. (See map) The third shipment is also to Lhok Suemawe pending the arrival of the ship. One of the problems which have arisen apart from the delay in obtaining the ship is that the route to Lhok Suemawe crosses the Indian Ocean and there is a potential threat of attack from pirates known to be operating in the area. Hence ships/trawlers/ are reluctant to use this route.

Liaison with local NGO in Aceh

Father Fabian from POHD was able to make a 5 day trip to Banda Aceh, bringing with him 70-80 kg of miscellaneous relief goods. He made contact with a local NGO LSM Forum in Aceh. For more information on Fr. Fabian’s experience in Aceh, please go to: http://www.pohd.org/pages/tsunami_updates/posts/trip_to_aceh_by_director_fr_fabian13.php
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